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Equity
Equity in education implies that personal or social circumstances such as 
gender, ethnicity, religion, social class, and sexual orientation should not be 
obstacles to achieving educational potential and that all individuals have equal 
opportunity to feel included and empowered in the classroom.  

Equity and Quality in Education. (n.d.). Retrieved October 04, 2016, from 
http://asiasociety.org/global-cities-education-network/equity-and-quality-education 



Cross-Curricular Competencies 
Addressed in the Lesson
Competency 2: To solve problems. 

Competency 3: To exercise critical judgment.

Competency 4: To use creativity.



English Language Arts
Subject Area Competencies

Competency 1: To read and listen to literary, popular and information-based 
texts

Competency 2: To write self-expressive, narrative and info-based texts

Competency 3: To represent his/her literacy in different media

http://www.tnellen.com/westside/harrison.pdf
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Class Activity: Short Story
● NOTE: It is pertinent that students are not made aware that the story concerns themes of equity 

and equality. They are to read the story without any prior context. A discussion afterward will 
have students identify the themes. We want the students to understand the difference between 
the concepts of equality and equity prior to hearing the definitions.  

● “Harrison Bergeron” Written by Kurt Vonnegut Jr. in 1961. 

● Set in 2081, when the world has finally achieved equality. 

● The short story addresses a misconception of equity. Story shows a society where people are 
made equal by means of handicapping more capable individuals. Example: Beautiful women are 
to wear hideous masks; strong people must wear heavy weights; intelligent people must wear a 
mental handicap radio in there ears to prevent them from using their brains too much. 

● A form of equal opportunity is addressed, where a news reporter with a speech impediment (a 
stutter) attempts to read the news,  yet fails. He is praised for trying. 

http://www.tnellen.com/westside/harrison.pdf (link to the short story)
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Class Activity: Discussion
Competency 1: To read and listen to literary, popular and information-based texts

- Why do you think this short story was chosen for today’s class? What is 
the theme?

- How would you define equity? 
- How did the society in the story attempt to address equity? Why was it not 

a proper example of equity?
- Harrison Bergeron reveals the importance in differentiating equity from 

equality. How are they different? Why is this difference important in a 
social context?



Assignment 
Outline  



Professional Competencies
Competency 3: To develop teaching/learning situations that are appropriate to 
the students concerned and the subject content with a view to developing the 
competencies targeted in the programs of study. 

Competency 5: To evaluate student progress in learning the subject content 
and mastering the related competencies.

Competency 6: To plan, organize and supervise a class in such a way as to 
promote students’ learning and social development. 



Rubric For Written
Work

Cross-Curricular 
Competency 2: To write 
self-expressive, narrative and info 
based texts. 

Subject Area
Competency 3: To solve problems
Competency 4:To use creativity



Rubric For Media 
Work

Cross-Curricular 
Competency 3: To represent his or 
her literacy in different media.

Subject Area
Competency 3: To solve problems
Competency 4:To use creativity



Conclusion
-While this lesson focused on equity as the theme of our discussion and 
assignment, not all lessons will display equity so explicitly.

-It is important that equity is incorporated in the classroom during all of our 
lessons, no matter what the lesson is focusing on. 

-As teachers, we need to keep finding creative ways to adhere to multiple ways 
of learning and of applying knowledge, as our assignment does, in order to be 
inclusive and provide equal opportunity for each student.

-We believe that this activity and assignment on equity will help the class be 
more inclusive and develop critical thinking skills in order to question 
information and consider multiple perspectives.


